
PREVENT THE SPREAD OF DISEASE
•   Conduct mass vaccination campaigns 

to protect children from dangerous and 
fast spreading diseases – including 
measles and polio

THREE WEEKS
GET CHILDREN BACK INTO SCHOOL
•   Provide education supplies 
•   Train teachers
•   Help rebuild damaged schools

FIRST MONTHS

medical
supplies

soap therapeutic
food

•   Continue to deliver emergency 
supplies by air, land or sea

ONE WEEK
•   Set up temporary "safe spaces" for learning and play, 

to help children overcome trauma
•   Identify and protecting separated children
•   Conduct nutrition screenings and providing treatment

TWO WEEKS

Leadership in Emergencies
When an emergency strikes, UNICEF plays a leadership role in 
coordinating many of the agencies that provide humanitarian 
assistance. We lead relief efforts around nutrition, water and 
sanitation/hygiene, education, child protection, and the prevention 
of gender-based violence. The coordination we provide helps 
avoid duplication of efforts and ensures that those who are most 
vulnerable are reached quickly with the support they need.

•   Construct stronger schools and health centres
•   Improve delivery of social services 
•   Strengthen water and sanitation systems
•   Provide long-term support for orphaned children

WORK TOWARDS
LONG-TERM RECOVERY

FIRST ROW: © UNICEF/NYHQ2013-1214/Maitem,  SECOND ROW: © UNICEF/PFPG2013P-0492/Lane, 
THIRD ROW: © UNICEF/NYHQ2013-1229/Papowitz, © UNICEF/PFPG2013P-0553/Reyna,  FOURTH ROW: © UNICEF/PFPG2013P-0518/Maitem

RAPID ASSESSMENT 
•   What are the needs?
•   What is the state of infrastructure?
•   What supplies are available? 
•   How many staff are on the ground?

FIRST 24 HOURS
•   Map supply routes
•   Deploy UNICEF Emergency Specialists
•   Deliver emergency supplies

NEXT 48 HOURS

water purification
tablets

tarps and 
tents

health and
hygiene kits

THE ANATOMY OF UNICEF EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Children at Risk:
Three Critical World Emergencies. Right Now.



IN 2014, UNICEF AND PARTNERS PLAN FOR: 

23 million children vaccinated  
against polio

11 million people provided with 
access to clean water 

2 million Syrian children provided with 
psychosocial support to overcome 
trauma from war  

2014 REQUIREMENTS (JAN – DEC): 

US$835,210,525

After three years of brutal conflict, the lives of 5.5 
million Syrian children have been deeply scarred. 
Inside Syria, more than four million children live 
under the constant threat of violence, and another 
million have become refugees, living exiled in 
Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Iraq and Egypt. An 
additional 37,000 refugee children have been born 
since the conflict began.

Since 2011, three million Syrian children have been 
forced to abandon their education, with far too 
many having witnessed – or suffered – unspeakable 
violence. These figures continue to rise – but these 
are not just figures. They are individual lives, young 
lives whose futures are at risk. The unending 
cycle of violence, displacement and disruption to 
education means a generation is at risk of being 
lost forever.

VACCINATING 23 MILLION CHILDREN 
IN SIX MONTHS

UNICEF and its partners are supporting the 
largest vaccination campaign ever undertaken in 
the Middle East, with the goal of vaccinating 23 

million children by June 2014. This campaign is in 
response to the discovery of 17 cases of polio in 
Syria last October. Prior to the outbreak, no polio 
cases had been recorded in this country since 
1999. But the prolonged conflict and insecurity 
have created the ideal environment for the spread 
of diseases like polio, threatening children in Syria 
and throughout the region. 

SYRIAN REFUGEES

UNICEF estimates that 50% of these refugees are 
children:

LEBANON 963,000

JORDAN 585,000

TURKEY 640,000

IRAQ 227,000

EGYPT 135,000

NORTH AFRICA 20,000

TOTAL 2,570,000

* Figures have been rounded

*UNHCR registered refugees and individuals awaiting registration as of  
  20 March 2014

SYRIA

 

 

 

 

 

 

SNAPSHOT

Total affected population: 
13.4 million

Total affected children (under 18): 
6.42 million 

Total people to be reached in 2014, 
including host population: 
34.5 million

Total children to be reached in 2014, 
including host population: 
28.7 million
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SNAPSHOT

Total affected population: 
7 million

Total affected children (under 18): 
3.75 million 

Total people to be reached in 2014: 
3.2 million

Total children to be reached in 2014: 
1.7 million

IN 2014, UNICEF AND PARTNERS PLAN FOR:

858,600 children aged 6 months to  
15 years vaccinated against measles 

450,000 internally displaced persons, 
returnees and host communities 
accessing safe water for cooking, 
drinking and personal hygiene

100,000 vulnerable boys, girls and 
adolescents provided with child 
protection services 

2014 REQUIREMENTS (JAN – JUN): 

US$75,068,165

In the past four months, the escalation of armed 
conflict in South Sudan has resulted in the death 
of hundreds of civilians and the displacement of 
hundreds of thousands. Violence broke out in 
Juba on December 15, 2013 and quickly spread 
to other locations in South Sudan. During the first 
six weeks of the crisis alone, heavy fighting in 
four of the 10 states caused the displacement of 
more than 740,000 people within the country, and 
forced an additional 123,000 to seek asylum in 
neighbouring countries.

The approaching rainy season and consequent 
flooding will worsen the situation, increasing 
secondary displacement both inside and outside 
South Sudan. It will be far more difficult and 
costly to get life-saving supplies to people by 
air when roads become impassable. There will 
also be greater risk of rights violations, diarrheal 
disease outbreaks and malnutrition, particularly for 
internally displaced and refugee children.

On top of the current crisis, South Sudan faces 
high levels of mortality for children under 5, at 
121 deaths per 1,000 live births, and its maternal 

mortality rate is the highest in the world at 2,054 
per 100,000 live births compared to Canada where 
it is 12 per 100,000 Although 68.7 percent of the 
population has access to improved water sources, 
only 7.4 percent has access to sanitation facilities. 
Access to education remains a challenge, with a 
net enrolment rate of 42.1 percent for boys and 
36.3 percent for girls. The prevalence of child 
marriage, gender-based violence and children 
inducted into armed forces remain constant 
challenges in the world’s newest nation.

SOUTH SUDAN
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SNAPSHOT

Total affected population: 
4.6 million

Total affected children (under 18): 
2.3 million 

Total people to be reached in 2014: 
2.2 million

Total children to be reached in 2014: 
740,000

IN 2014, UNICEF AND PARTNERS PLAN FOR: 

739,000 children under 5 immunized 
against measles

650,000 affected people have access to 
safe, reliable water in sufficient quantity 

1,500 children released from armed 
forces and groups  

2014 REQUIREMENTS: 

US$62,000,000 

In 2013, the situation in the Central African Republic 
(CAR) evolved from a silent crisis into a visible and 
complex humanitarian emergency. As a result of a 
rebel offensive that started in December 2012 and 
a seizure of power on March 24, 2013, the country 
has seen a major deterioration in human rights, 
including increased violence and instability. 

The fighting in the capital of Bangui since early 
December 2013 has further intensified humanitarian 
needs, with an estimated 2 million people in need of 
assistance. There is a critical lack of basic services, 
including water and health care, with limited 
availability of health staff and medicines, and major 
disruptions to education. The nation-wide insecurity 
has also affected trade, agriculture and population 
movements. As of February 2013, an estimated 
700,000 internally displaced persons fled the 
violence and require assistance.

Children, in particular, are bearing the brunt of 
the crisis. Increasing lawlessness throughout 

the country has led to children being displaced, 
separated, maimed, abducted, killed and raped. 
Gender-based violence has also increased 
dramatically, and the number of children recruited 
into armed groups is expected to be as high as 
6,000. In addition, 1.1 million people are food 
insecure, a situation that places a growing number 
of children at risk of malnutrition.

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC
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Children are being separated, 
maimed, abducted, raped, killed 
and recruited into armed groups.


