Rights, Wants & Needs cards

Each of the 20 cards can be classified in one of two categories:

NEEDS (protected as RIGHTS in the Convention on the Rights of the Child, indicated by the corresponding

article number in the chart below)

WANTS (not protected as rights since they generally are not necessary for a child’s survival, growth and

development)*

NEEDS/RIGHTS

Decent shelter (article 27)
Nutritious food (article 24)
Protection from abuse and neglect (article 19)
Education (articles 28, 29)

Health care (article 24)

Fair treatment and non-discrimination (article 2)

Clean air (article 24)

Opportunities to share opinions (article 12)
Playgrounds and recreation (article 30)
Clean water (article 24)

Opportunities to practise your own culture,
language and religion (article 31)

WANTS

Clothes in the latest style

A bicycle

Holiday trips

Your own bedroom

A personal computer

A television set

A personal stereo

Money to spend as you like

Fast food

* Some items classified as “wants” may be needs in certain circumstances. For example, access to television or a computer may be an
important source of information gathering or sharing conducive to the protection of rights to healthy development and protection from
violence and abuse.
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Clothes in the latest style

Decent shelter
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A personal stereo

Clean air
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Playgrounds and recreation

Fast food
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Opportunities to practise your own culture,
language and religion

A television set
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Money to spend as you like

Opportunities to share opinions
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Your own bedroom

Clean water
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A personal computer
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