
Standing together, for every child

women unlimited

Join us to achieve 
life-changing results 

for children around 
the world.



WHY UNICEF?
UNICEF works across 190 countries and territories, in 

some of the world’s toughest places, to reach the most 

disadvantaged children. To save their lives. To defend 

their rights. To help them fulfil their potential. Established 

by the United Nations in 1946, only UNICEF has the 

experience and influence to work globally with all levels 

of government, and in communities, to solve the most 

complex problems and create lasting results for children. 

Impartial and non-political, we work relentlessly to 

protect children, to build a better world for everyone. 

None of this would be possible without donor support; 

UNICEF is funded entirely by voluntary contributions.

THE OPPORTUNITY
What do you get when you engage a dynamic group 

of female leaders and philanthropists with the work 

of UNICEF – which has saved more children’s lives 

than any other organization? The power of women 

to lead and make a lasting difference for children in 

some of the world’s toughest places. Join us for a 

transformational experience like no other. With Women 

Unlimited, you will learn from global experts, travel to 

see the direct impact of your investment, influence and 

advocate for sustainable change.

WOMEN UNLIMITED

UNICEF Canada invites you to join an exclusive circle of women who 

are committed to creating maximum impact for children. This exciting 

four-year donor journey will follow the success of The 25th Team – a 

groundbreaking philanthropic initiative that has supported health and 

opportunity for women and children around the world.

Cover Photo: A girl does arithmetic at the blackboard in  

a UNICEF-assisted local primary and secondary school in 

Pisili, Bolivia

© UNICEF/UNI7771/Pirozzi
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LEARN INFLUENCE

to join us on an incredible four-year journey to make an ever-lasting impact

Together, these remarkable women will:

 Network with like-minded, 

influential Canadian women in

unique situations - including the

UN General Assembly.

We will give you the tools to

speak about vulnerable

children, enabling you to

advocate within your networks. 

See the direct impact of their

investment by visiting one

of three program countries:

Bolivia, Ghana and Mongolia.

Meet with global experts

that impact the development 

of children around the world. 

TRAVEL

We’re inviting

ADVOCATE

50

THE JOURNEY

THE HIGHLIGHTS

An exclusive women’s 

giving circle with 50 

Canadian leaders, each 

making an investment of 

$100,000 (to be fulfilled 

within four years)

Two trips to the field over 

four years to learn and 

witness your impact

Two opportunities to learn, 

participate and network at 

the United Nations General 

Assembly in New York City

Two Cisco telepresence 

sessions annually to report 

on progress and share 

learnings from field travel

Opportunity to participate 

in other exclusive activities, 

including UNICEF Canada 

donor and fundraising 

events, UNICEF global events 

and unique partner events
Access to advocacy and 

learning materials 
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THE IMPACT OF YOUR INVESTMENT

How do we equip children to contribute to their families, communities and 

countries and ensure they thrive? How do we level the playing field and 

address the inequalities that many children still face? We consulted with 

our UNICEF colleagues around the world, and they came back with the 

answer: education and nutrition. 

Education is a right and a driver of equity, 

empowerment and economic growth. And 

proper nutrition fuels children’s growth, brain 

development, productivity and potential. 

Your investment through Women Unlimited will 

support children, beginning with early childhood 

development, all the way through primary 

education and secondary education, in three 

different countries across the globe: Mongolia, 

Bolivia and Ghana. 

Research has shown that education has one of 

the highest returns on investment. For every 

dollar invested, it is estimated that there will be 

an average $15 dollar return in costs saved and 

economic growth across the three stages of 

education:

• Increasing pre-school enrollment

• Increasing primary-school enrollment

• Ensuring secondary-school completion

And across these targets, the best value for 

money can also be gained by:

• Improving the quality of education

• Lowering child malnutrition

That is why UNICEF has been investing for 

decades in strengthening education systems 

and addressing access, quality and completion 

of education across pre-school, primary and 

secondary ages during emergencies, and in low-

and middle-income countries.

 

And that is why we are inviting you to invest 

in each stage of the education process in three 

exciting programs that will impact more than 

one million people.
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Mongolia - Early childhood development

Mongolia faces unique challenges related to its vast 

territory, dispersed population and extreme weather 

conditions. While experiencing rapid urbanization, 

Mongolia has the lowest population density in the 

world; a third of its population still leads a semi-nomadic 

lifestyle. Persistent inequalities limit progress and harm 

the most disadvantaged – especially children. 

Access to key services for young children is a major 

issue. School attendance is low among children 

with disabilities and in minority groups. There are 

bottlenecks related to the physical availability of quality 

early childhood development and education services. 

Urban centres are now burdened with over-crowded 

health centres, classrooms and kindergartens.

One outcome of these nomadic lifestyles is the need 

to burn coal, rubber and even plastics for cooking and 

heating in a ger – a large mobile domed tent that is 

central to Mongolian culture. The capital of Mongolia, 

Ulaanbaatar, has a large informal ger district, which 

is home to 150,000 children and is one of the most 

polluted cities in the world. As a result, life-threatening 

respiratory illnesses (especially among children) have 

increased at staggering rates and are linked to a five-fold 

increase in stillbirths during the winter. 

Your impact in Mongolia: 
Your investment will support the innovative 

development of mobile ger kindergartens. Equipped 

with appropriate education, nutrition, water and 

sanitation facilities, the most vulnerable children 

under age five will be provided with a warm, safe 

and nurturing environment in which they can grow, 

learn and thrive. This will improve children’s health, 

education, nutrition and protection, and will address 

climate change. This program has the potential to 

benefit 86,000 children across Mongolia, as well as 

210,000 indirect beneficiaries.

THE PROGRAMS

All three of these programs 

were selected in consultation 

with our global, regional 

and national education and 

innovation experts. They 

represent the best value 

for your investment for the 

following reasons:

• You will address the 

current challenges of  

the most vulnerable 

and marginalized groups 

affected by urbanisation 

and climate change.

• You will reach the  

largest number of 

beneficiaries.

• You will deliver 

sustainable, scalable  

and innovative education 

and nutrition solutions  

in countries where you 

can safely travel to  

learn about your  

impact firsthand.
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Bolivia – Primary education

Bolivia is one of the world’s most culturally diverse 

countries. Some 42 per cent of its 10.6 million people 

are Indigenous, divided into 37 nations. Bolivia is 

home to 3.8 million children, with the majority living 

in cities. While the country has achieved significant 

economic and social improvements over the past 

decade, 43 per cent of children continue to live in 

harsh poverty with multi-dimensional causes.

Disparities remain between Indigenous and non-

Indigenous populations. Parallel to the reduction of 

malnutrition, rates of obesity have risen and have 

caused additional concerns. Children in rural areas 

lack adequate access to safe water, putting their 

health at risk.

Bolivia has made important progress in education, 

and has instituted a complementary feeding policy 

for schools. Yet there are severe challenges in 

implementing this regulation. Strategic support is 

required to ensure children benefit from adequate 

meals at schools, allowing them to complete their 

education, learn in good conditions and develop 

their full potential.

Your impact in Bolivia:
Your investment in primary education will focus on 

improving access, quality, retention and learning 

outcomes. You will directly and indirectly impact 

470,000 girls and boys. You will help strengthen the 

nutritional and health status of students in Bolivia 

by promoting healthy food habits, as well as water, 

sanitation and hygiene practices. Nutrition and 

water interventions will ultimately enable children to 

perform better and stay in school.

Ghana – Secondary education 

Ghana has been called the darling of Africa for its 

substantial progress in reducing poverty, its stable 

democracy and an almost universal enrollment in 

primary education. However, that only paints part 

of the picture. Half the population is under the age 

of 24 and one in four people are still considered 

poor.  The success in primary education has not 

translated up to secondary education, where  

1.3 million children aged six to 14, particularly girls, 

are still not enrolled in school. 

Secondary education progress requires many 

steps. Building capacity and convening key 

stakeholders to create sustainable education 

systems is critical. Gender-responsive strategies 

that address girls’ enrollment and completion 

of secondary education must be combined with 

strategies to engage boys in gender equality. 

Lastly, exploring and piloting the use of digital 

technologies to promote STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and math) is the way 

towards a prosperous future.

Your impact in Ghana:
Your investment in secondary education will 

directly benefit 83,000 adolescent girls, and more 

than 300,000 community members indirectly, in 24 

deprived districts across three regions in Ghana. Girls 

will be able to access, attend and complete junior 

high school in safe, inclusive and gender-responsive 

learning environments. They will benefit from 

improved education in STEM and learn transferable 

skills to help them transition to the workforce. 
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Join Women Unlimited – an exciting new journey of engagement, learning, 

advocacy and influence that will change your life and leave a lasting impact  

for children.

Bolivia

Ghana

Mongolia
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:
 
Linton Carter
Chief Development Officer
UNICEF Canada
1 800 308 3248 ext. 8814
lcarter@unicef.ca 

Charitable Registration No. 

122680572 RR0001

“…I really like that The 25th Team provided 

a connection with other Canadian women 

seeking to make a difference, engagement 

with one of the world’s greatest humanitarian 

organizations and a chance to see, on the 

ground and in person, the effectiveness of 

efforts to work with women and children in 

the developing world.”

Dr. Carin Holroyd,  

Saskatoon, Saskatchewan


